i
e



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

s ed iof:adn oommermal persdnal




. "

2y

[¥2







Y"‘\ ,V\ VV‘ ‘,’r ’—\‘ A1 o "1. OV“‘{V
H vk $ D H }x# I‘ \* } §W\ e M e
dadidi AL\ SRR TR R A b A A )

v

T DOITS ATTMIITONT 1 > n A1 '
NUMEROUS ABTHENTICO PORTRAITE.

VOLUME 1V

UNBYERSITY AN KING SSSOL T E G E

LD ABERLCEEN.

a4 i A
ELacRle POR R

inissCalif wDigitized by AMicrosdft®






A

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY

oF

EMINENT SCOTSMEN.

*IN FOUR VOLUMES.

ORIGINALLY EDITED BY

ROBERT CHAMBERS.

NEW EDITION, REVISED UNDER THE CARE OF THE PUBLISHERS.

WITH A SUPPLEMENTAL VOLUME, :
CONTINUING THE BIOGRAPHIES TO THE PRESENT TIME

By e Rev. THOS. THOMSON,

AUTHOR O¥ *THE IISTORY OF SCOTLAND YOR THE USE OF SCROO1A," BTC., FTC.

WITH NUMEROUS PORTRAITS.

VOL. IV,

MELVILLE—YOUNG.

BLACKIE AND SON:
GLASGOW, EDINBURGI, AND LONDON.

MDCCCLYV,




B T

S
3
\
4

P
e
N

GLASGOW ; ] S
W. G. BLACKIE AND CO., PRINTERS, "
VILLAZIELD.

T

Univ (,allt Uigltlzea by It

-

‘I*m' m g A .'el“;_'.;; KI-\.“ =




A

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY

OF

EMINENT SCOTSMEN.

M.

MELVILLE, ANDREW, one of the most illustrious of the Seottish reformers,
whese name stands next to that of Knex in the history of the Refermation, and
is second to none in the erudition of the time, was bern en tho 1st of August,
1545, at Baldovy or Baldowy, an estate on the banks of the South Esk, near
Montrose, of which his father was preprietér. The form in which the family
name was generally known at that time in Scotland and in foreign countries,
was Melvyne or Melvin. Througheut the interesting correspondence, written in
Latin, between the subject of this memocir and his amiable and accomplished
nephew, whose life is recorded in the next article, the name is uniformly written
Melvinus. In Fifeshire, at the present day, the name is commonly pronounced
Melvin, and at an earlier peried it was frequently both pronounced and written
Melin, Mellin, and Melling. - The Melvilles of Baldowy were a family of some
note in the middle of the sixteenth century, and near cadets of Melville of Raith,
wlo was considered {o be the chief of an influential name in the county of Fife.
Melville of Dysart, however, was acknowledged by Andrew Melville to have
been the chief of the Baldowy branch of the family. Andrew was the youngest
of nine sons, and had the misfortune to lese his father, who fell in the battle of
Pinkie, while he was yet only two years of age. The death of his mother, also,
soon afterwards took place, and he was thus left an orphan. The loss of his
parents, however, was in a great measure compensated by the kindness and
tcnderness of his eldest brother, and the wife of that individual, beth of whom
watched over his infant years with the most anxious affeetion and assiduity. Tho
long-tried and unwearied kindness of the latter, in particular, made a strong
impression upon Melville, which lasted during the whole of his life.

His brother, perceiving his early propensity to learning, resolved to encourage
it, and with this view gave him the best eduecation which the country afforded.
He was besides of a weakly habit of bedy, a consideration which had its weight
in determining the line of life he should pursue. Young Melville was accord-
ingly put to the grammar-school of Montrose, where he aequired the elemenis
of the Latin language, and, among other aeccomplishments, a knowledge of
Greek, which was then a rare study in Scotland. When removed, in his
fourteenth year, to the university of St Andrews, he surprised his teachers by
Liis lgmwledge of Greek, with which they were wholly unacquainted. He was in-
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2 ANDREW MELVILLE,

debted for this fortunate peeuliarity in his education, te a Frenchman of the
name of Marsilliers, who had been established as a teacher of Greek in the
school of Montrose, by John Erskine of Dun.

The great progress which yeung Melville had made in learning, excited the
astonishment and attracted the attention of the various teachers in the univer-
sity ; particulaxly Mr John Douglas, the rector, who en one occasion having
taken the young and weakly boy between his lnees, was so deliglited with his
replies, when questioned en the subject of his studies, that he exclaimed, * My
silly fatherless and motherless boy, it’s ill to witt (to guess] what Ged may
make of thee yet.”

The reputation which Melville acquired soon after entering the college, in-
creased with his stay there; and he left it, on finishing the usual course of
study, with the character of being  the best philosopher, poet, and Grecian, of
any young waster in the land.” Having aequired all the learning which his
native country afforded, he resolved to proceed to the continent te complete
his education ; and, accordingly, with the consent of his bretliers, set eut for
France in the autumn of 1564, being still only in the nineteenth year of his
age. At the university of Paris, whither he repaired, he acquired z similar
reputation for general talent, and particularly for his knowledge of Greek,
with that which he had secured at St Andrews. Here he remained for two
years, when lie removed to Poictiers. On his arrival at the latter place, such
was the celebrity already attached to his name, he was made regent in the col-
lego of St Marceon, altheugh yet enly twenty-one years of age. From Poic-
tiers, e went some time afterwards to Geneva, where he was presenied with
the humanity chair in the academy, which happened fortunately to be then va-
cant. In 1574, he returned te his native country, after an absence altogether
of ten years. On his arrival at Edinburgh, he was invited by the regent Mor-
ton to enter his family as a domestic insiructor, with a premise of advancement
when opportunity should offer. This invitation he declined, alleging that he
preferred an academical life, and that the object of his highest ambition was te
obtain zn appointment in one of the universitics. He now retired to Baldovy,
where he spent the following three months, enjoying the society of his elder
brother, and amusing himself by superintending the studies of his nephew,
James Melville.

At the end of this period, he was appointed principal of the college of Glas-
gow by the General Assembly, and immediately proceeded thither to assume
the duties of his office. Here the learning and talents of Melville were
eminently serviceable, not only to the university over which he presided, but to
the whole kingdom, He introduced imprevements in teaching and in disci-
pline, which at ence procured a high degree of popularity to the college, and
greatly promoted the cause of general education throughout Seotland. Melville
possessed a considerable share of that intrepidity for which his great prede-
cessor, Knox, was so remarkable. Atan interview, on one occasion, with the re-
gent Morton, who was highly displeased with some proceedings of the General
Assembly, of which Melville was a member, the former, irritated by what he
conceived to be obstinacy in the latter,exclaiined, ¢ There will never be quietness
in this country, till half-a-dozen of yeu be hanged or banished.”—¢ Hark, sir,”
said Melville, *‘ threaten your courtiers after that manner. It is the same to
me, whether I rot in the air or in the ground. The earth is the Lord’s.
Patria est ubicunque est bene. 1 have been ready to give my life where it
would not have been half so well wared [expended], at the pleasure of my God.
I have lived out of your country ten years, as well as in it. Let God be glori-
fied : it will not be in your power to hang or exile his truth.”” It is not said




ANDREW MELVILLE. 3

that the regent resented this bold language ; but probably his forbearance was
as much owing to the circumstance of his resigning the regency, which he did
soon after, as to any other cause.

In 1580, Melville was translated to St Andrews, to fill a similar situation
with that which he occupied at Glasgow. Here he distinguished himself by the
same ability which had acquired him se much reputation in the western uni-
versity. Besides giving lectures on theology, he taught the Hebrew, Chaldee,
Syriac, and Rabbinical languages, and discovered such an extent of knowledge
and superiority of acquirement, that lis classes were attended, not only by
young students in unusual numbers, but by several of the masters of the other
colleges. In 1552, Melville opened, with sermon, an extraordinary meeting of
the General Assembly, which had been convoked to take into consideration the
dangerous state of the protestant church, from the influence which the earl of
Arran, and the lords D’Aubigné and Lennox, exercised over the young king.
In this sermon he boldly inveighed against the absolute autherity which the
court was assuming a right to exercise in ecclesiastical affairs, and alluded to a
design on the part of France, of which D’Aubigné was the instrument, to re-
establish the catholic religion in the country. ‘The assembly, impressed with
similar sentiments, and entertaining similar apprehensions, drew up a spirited
remonstrance o the king, and appointed Melville to present it. He accord-
ingly repaired to Perth, where the king then was, and, despite of some alarm-
ing reparts which reached him, of the personal danger to which he would ex-
pose himself from the resentment of the king’s favourites, demanded and ob-
tained access to his majesty. When the remonstrance was read, Arran looked
round the apartment, and exclaimed, in a tone of defiance and menace, ¢ Who
dares subscribe these treasonable articles ?”—* We dare,” replied Melville; and,
taking a pen from the clerk, he affixed his signature to the document: an ex-
ample which was immediately followed by tlie other commissioners who were
with him. The cool and dignified intrepidity of Melville, completely silenced
the blustering of Arran, who, finding himself at fault by this unexpected oppo-
sition, made no further remark ; and Lennox, with better policy, having spoken
to the commissioners in a conciliatory tone, they were peaceably dismissed. It
seems probable, however, from what afterwards ensued, that Arran did not for-
get the humiliation to which Melville’s boldness had on this occasion subjected
him. In less than two years afterwards, Melville was summoned before the
privy council, on a charge of high treason, founded upon some expressions
which, it was alleged, he had made use of in the pulpit. Whether Arran was
the original instigator of the prosecution, does not very distinctly appear ; but
it is certain that lie took an active part in its progress, and expressed an eager
anxiety for the conviction of the accused. Failing in establishing any thing to
the prejudice of Melville, the council had recourse to an expedient to effect
that which they could not accomplish through his indictment. They could not
punish him for offences which they could not prove ; but they found him guilty
of declining the judgment of the council,and of behaving irreverently before them,
and coudemned him to be imprisoned in the castle of Edinburgh, and to be fur-
ther punished in person and goods at his majesty’s pleasure. The terms of the
sentence, in so far as regarded the place of imprisonment, were afierwards altered
by Arran, who substituted ‘¢ Blackness,” where he had a creature of his own as
keeper, for Edinburgh, Several hours being allowed to Melville before he was
put in ward, he availed himself of the opportunity, and made his escape to Eug-
land. To this step, being himself in doubt whether he ought not rather to
submit to the sentence of the council, lie was urged by some of his friends, who,
to his request for advice in the miatter, replied, with the proverb of the house of




4 ANDREW MELVILLE.

Angus, ‘¢ Loose and living ;”” which pretty plainly intimates what they conceived
would be the result, if he permitted himself to be made ¢ fast.”> On leav-
ing Edinburgh, Melville first procceded to Berwick, and thence to London,
where he remained till the November of 1585. 'The indignation of the king-
dom having then driven Arran from the court, he returned to Scotland, after an
absence of twenty menths. The plague, which had raged in the country while
he was in England, having dispersed his pupils at St Andrews, and the college
being, from this and other causes, in a state of complete disorganization, he did
not immediately resume his duties there, but proceeded to Glasgow, where he re-
mained for some time. In the month of March following, induced by an appearance
of more settled times, he returned to St Andrews, and recommenced his lectures
and former course of instruction. These, however, were soon again interrupted.
In consequence of the active part which he took in the excommunication of
archbishop Adamson, whe was accused of overthrowing the scriptural govern-
ment and discipline of the church of Scotland, he was commanded by the king
to leave St Andrews, and to confine himself beyond the water of Tay. Irem
this banishment he was soon afterwards recalled; and, having been restored to
his majesty’s favour, through the intercession ef the dean of faculty and masters
of the umiversity, he resumed his academical labours at St Andrews.

In the year following (1587,) he was chosen moderator of the General As-
sembly, and appointed one of their commissioners to the ensuing meeting of
parliament. A similar honour with the first was conferred upen him in 1589,
and again in 1594. In the year following, he was invited to take a part in
the ceremonies at the coronation of the queen, which toek place in the chapel
of Helyrood, on the 17th of May. On this occasion, although he did not
know, uutil only two days before, that he was expected to take a part in the
approaching ceremony, he compesed and delivered, before a great concourse of
noblemen and gentlemen, assembled to witness the coronation, a Latin poem,
which, having been printed next day at the earnest solicitation of his majesty,
who was much pleased with it, under the title of* ¢‘ Stephaniskion,” and circu-
lated threughout Europe, added greatly to the reputation which its author had
already acquired. An instance of the generosity of Melville’s disposition, which
occurred about this time, cannet be passed over, however brief the sketch of
his life may be, without doing an injustice to his memory. Archbishop Adam-
son, one of his most irrecencilable enemies, having lost the favour of the king,
was reduced, by the sequestration of his annuity, which immediately followed,
to great pecuniary distress. He applied to Melville for relief, and he did not
apply in vain. Melville immediately visited him, and undertook to support
himself and his family at his own expense, until some more effective and per-
manent assistance could be procured for him ; and this he did for several months,
!iunlly obtaining a contribution for him from his friends in St Andrews. Such
instances of benevolence are best left to the rveader’s own reflections, and are
only injured by comment.

In"1590, he was chosen rector of the university; an office which he conti-
nued to hold by re-election for many years, and in which he displayed a firm-
ness and decision of character on several trying occasions, that gives him a
?laxm to something more than a mere literary reputation. Though a loyal sub-
Ject in the best sense and most genuine acceptation of that term, he frequently
?ddressed king James in language much mere remarkable for its plainness than
its courtesy. He had ne sympathy whatever for the absurdities of that prince,
and would neither condescend to humour his foibles nor flatter his vanity. A
remarkable instance of this plain dealing with his majesty, occurred in 1596.
In that year, Melville formed one of a deputation from the commissioners of the
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General Assembly, who met at Cupar in Fife, being appointed to wait upon the
king at Falkland, for the purpose of exhorting him to prevent the consequences
of certain measures inimical to religion, which his council were pursuing. James
Melville, nephew of the subject of this memoir, was chosen spokesman of the
party, on account of the mildness of his manner and the courteousness of his
address. On entering the presence, he accordingly began to state the object
and views of the deputation. He had scarcely commenced, however, when the
king interrupted him, and in passionate language, denounced the meeting at
Cupar as illegal and seditious. James Melville was about to reply with his usual
mildness, when his uncle, stepping forward, seized the sleeve of the king’s
gown, and callinig his sacred majesty ¢ God’s silly vassal,” proceeded to lecture
him on the impropriety of his conduct, and to point out to him the course
which he ought to pursue, particularly in matters of ecclesiastical polity. * Sir,”
he said, ‘‘ we will always humbly reverence your majesty in public; but since
we have this occasion to be with your majesty in private, and since you are
brought in extreme danger both of your life and crown, aud, along with you,
the country and the church of God are like to go to wreck, for not telling you
the truth, and giving you faithful counsel, we must discharge our duty or else
be traitors both to Christ and you, Therefore, Sir, as divers times before I
have told you, so now again I must tell you, there are two kings and two king-
doms in Scotland: there is king James, the head of this commonwealth, and
there is Christ Jesus the king of the church, whose subject James the Sixth is,
and of whose kingdom he is not a king, nor a lord, nor a head, but a member.”’
Melville went on in a similar strain with this for a great length of time, not-
withstanding repeated attempts, on the part of the king, to stop him. James
expressed the strongest repugnance at the outset to listen to him, and endeav-
oured to frighten him from his purpose by a display of -the terrors of offended
royalty, but in vain. He was finally compelled to listen quietly and patiently
to all that Melville chose to say. At the conclusion of the speech, the king,
whose anger, and whose courage also probably, had subsided during its delivery,
made every concession which was required ; and the deputation returned with-
out any loss, apparently, of royal favour. It was not, however, to be ex-
pected, that Melville should have gained any ground in the king’s affec-
tions by this display of sincerity and zeal; nor were the future interviews
which took place between them better calculated for this end. /The very next
which occurred is thus alluded to in his nephew’s diary: * And ther they (the
king and Melville) hecled on, till all the hous and clos bathe hard mikle, of a
large houre, In end, the king takes upe and dismissis him favourablie.”
However favourably James may have dismissed him, he does not seem to have
been unwilling to avail himself of the first opportunity which should offer of get.
ting rid of him. At a royal visitation of the university of St Andrews, which soon
afterwards took place, matter of censure against Melville was eagerly sought after,
and all who felt disposed to bring any complaint against him, were encouraged
to come forward with their accusations. The result was, that a Jarge roll, filled
with charges against him, was put into the king’s hands. He was accused of
neglecting the pecuniary affairs of the college, and the duties of his office as a
teacher, of agitating questions of policy in place of lecturing on divinity, and
of inculcating doctrines subversive of the king’s authority and of the peace of
the realm. At several strict examinations, he gave such satisfactory explana-
tions of his conduet, and defended himself so effectually against the slanders of
those who sought his ruin, that the visitors were left without any ground or pre-
text on which to proceed against him. They, however, deprived him of the
rectorship, on the plea that it was improper that that office should be united
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" with the professorship of theology, the appointment which Melville held in the
university.

The acceesion of James to the English throne, did not abate his desire to
assurne an absolute control over the affairs of the church of Scotland, and long
after his removal to England, he continued to enfertain designs hostile to its
liberties. The attempts which he had made to obtain this supremacy, while he
was yet in Scotland, had been thwarted in a great measure by the exertions of
Melville, His intrepidity kept James at bay, and his zeal, activity, and talents,
deprived him of all chance of succeeding, by chicanery or cunning. Melville
still presented himsell as a stumbling-block in his way, should he attempt to
approach the Scottish church with inimical designs, and James, therefore, now
resolved that he should be entircly removed from the kingdom. To accomplish
this, he had recourse to one of those infamous and unprincipled stratagems
which he considered the very essence of ¢ king craft.” In May 1606, Mel-
ville received a letter from his majesty, commanding him to repair to London
before the 15th of September next, that his majesty might consult with him,
and others of his learned brethren, regarding ecclesiastical matters, with the
view of healing all differences, and securing a good understanding between his
majesty and the church. Letters of a similar tenor were received by seven
other clergymen, amongst whom was Melville’s nephew.

Though not without some doubts regarding the result of this rather extraor-
dinary invitation, Melville and his brethren set out for London, where they ar-
rived on the 25th of August. The first juterview of the Scottish clergymen
with the king was sufficiently gracious. He inquired for news from Scotland,
and condescended even to be jocular. This, however, did not last long ; at
the subsequent conferences Melville found himself called upon, by the sentiments
which the king expressed regarding church matters, to hold the same bold and
plain language to him which he had so often done in Scotland, and this too in
the presence of great numbers of his English courtiers, who could not refrain
from expressing their admiration of Melville’s boldness, and of the eloquence
with which he delivered his sentiments. In the mean time, however, the Scot-
tish ministers were interdicted from returning to Scotland without the special
permission of the king. On the 28th September they were required by his
majesty to give attendance in the royal chapel on the following day to witness
the celebration of the festival of St Michael. The ceremonies and fooleries of
the exhibition which took place on this occasion, were so absurd, and so nearly
approached those of the Romish church, that they excited in Melville a feeling
of the utmost indignation and contempt. This feeling he expressed in a Latin
epigram, which he composed on returning to his lodgings. A copy of the
lines found its way to his majesty, who was greatly incensed by them, and
determined to proceed against their author on the ground that they were trea-
sonable. He was accordingly summoned before the privy council, found guilty
of scandalum magnatum, and after a confinement of nearly twelve months, first in
the house of the dean of St Paul’s, and afterwards in that of the bishop of Win-
chester, was committed to the Tower, where he remained a Pprisoner for four
years. 'The other clergymen who had accompanied Melville to Londen were
allowed to return to Scotland; but they were confined to particular parts
of the country, and forbidden to attend any church courts. Melville’s nephew
was commanded to leave London within six days, and to repair to Newcastle
upon Tyne, and not to go ten miles beyond that town on the pain of rebellion.

In the month of February, 1611, Melville was released from the Tower on
th.e apPlimLion of the duke of Bouillon, who had solicited his liberty from the
king, in order to procure his services asa professor in his university at Sedan
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in France. DMelville, who was now in the G6th year of his age, was exceed-
ingly reluctant to go abroad ; but, as this was a condition of his liberty, and as
there was no hope of the king’s being prevailed upon to allow him to return to
Scotland, he submitted to the expatriation, and sailed for I'rance on the 19th
of April. .

On his arrival at Paris he was fortunate enough to fall in with one of his
scholars then prosecuting his studies there, by whom he was kindly and affec-
tionately received.  After spending a few days in the French capital he repaired
to Sedan, and was admitted to the place destined for him in the university.

In the year following he removed to Grenoble, to superintend the education
of three sons of the treasurer of the parliament of Dauphiny, with a salary of
five hundred crowns per annum; but, not finding the situation an agreeable one,
he returned within a short time to Sedan, and resumed his former duties.
Melville continued to maintain a close correspondence with his numerous friends
in Scotland, and particularly with his nephew, James Melville, to whom he was
warmnly attached.  Of him, his best, most constant, and dearest friend, however,
he was soon to be deprived. That amiable man, whe had adhered to him
through good and bad fortune, through storm and sunshine, for a long series of
years, died in the beginning of the year 1614. The grief of Melville on re-
ceiving the intelligence of his death was deep and poignant. He gave way to
no boisterous expression of feeling; but he felt the deprivation with all the
keenness which such a calamity is calculated to inflict on an affectionate heart.
With his fondest wishes still directed towards his native land, he requested his
friends in London to embrace any favourable opportunity which might offer of
procuring his restoration ; and in 1616, a promise was obtained from his
majesty, that lie would be relieved from banishment. This, promise, however,
like many others of James’s, was never realized. Melville, after all that he had
done for his country, was doomed to breathe his last an exile in a foreign land.
To compensate in some measure for the misfortunes which clouded his latter
days, he was blessed with a more than ordinary share of bodily health, and that
to a later period of life than is often to be'met with. “‘ Am I not,” he says, in
a letter to a friend written in the year 1612,  three score and eight years old,
unto the which age none of my fourteen brethren came ; and, yet I thank God,
I eat, I drink, I sleep as well as I did these thirty years bygone, and better
than when I was younger—in ipso flore adolescentie,—only the gravel now and
then seasons my mirth with some little pain, which I have felt only since the
beginning of March the last year, a month before my deliverance from prison.
1 feel, thank Ged, no abatement of the alacrity and ardour of my mind for the
propagation of the truth. Neither use I spectacles now more than ever, yea 1
use none at all nor ever did, and see now to read Hebrew without points, and
in the smallest characters.” With this good bodily health, he also enjoyed to
the close of his life that cheerfulness of disposition and vivacity of imagination
for which he was distinguished in earlier years, and in the seventy-fourth year
of his age he is found vying with the most sprightly and juvenile of his col-
leagues in the composition of an epithalamium on the occasion of the marriage
of the eldest daughter of his patron the duke of Bouillon.

Years, however, at length undermined a constitution which disease had left
untouched until the very close of life. In 1620, his health which had previ-
ously been slightly impaired, grew worse, and in the course of the year 1622,
he died at Sedan, in the seventy-seventh year of his age.

The benefits which Melville conferred on his country in the department of
its literature are thus spoken of by Dr M¢Crie: ‘“ His arrival imparted a new
impulse to the public mind, and his high reputation for learning, joined to the
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enthusiasm with which he pleaded its cause, enabled him to introduce an im-
proved plan of study into all the universities. By Lis instructions and example,
lie continued and increased the impulse which he had first given to the minds of
his countrymen. In languages, in theology, and in that species of poetical
composition which was then most practised among the learned, his influence was
direct and acknowledged.” The services which he rendered thie civil and re-
ligious liberties of his country are recorded by the same able author in still
stronger terms. ‘‘ If the love of pure religion,” he says, ‘ rational liberty,
and polite letters, forms the basis of national virtue and happiness, I know o
individual, after her reformer, from whom Scotland has received greater bene-
fits, and to whom she owes a deeper debt of gratitude and respect, than Andrew
Melville.”

MELVILLE, Jaxes, with whose histery are connected many most interesting
facts in the ccclesiastical and literary history of Scotland, was born at Baldovy,
near Montrose, on the 25th of July, 1556.! His father was Richard Melville
ot Baldovy, the friend of Wishart the Martyr, and of John Erskine of Dun, and
the elder brether of Andrew Melville. Seon after the Reformatien, this gentle-
man became minister of Mary-Kirk, in the immediate neighbourhood of his pro-
perty, and continued so till the close of his life. Ile married Isobel Scrimgeour,
sister of the laird of Glasswell, a woman of great ‘¢ godlines, honestie, vertew,
and affection.” James Melville was, therefore, to use his own expression,
descended ¢ of -godlie, faithfull, and henest parents, bathe lightned with the
light of the gospell, at the first dawning of the day tharof within Scotland.”

The mother of James Melville having died about a year after his birth, he
was placed under the care of a nurse, ““an evill inclynit woman;” and after
being weaned, was lodged in the house of a cottar, from whence, when ho was
about four er five years old, he was brought home te Baldovy. He and his
elder brother David were soon afterwards sent to a schoel, kept by Mr William
Gray, minister of Logie-Montrose, ¢ a guid, lerned, kynd man.” This school
was broken up, partly by the removal of some of the boys perhaps to attend the
universities, but more immediately by the ravages of the plague at Montrose, from
which Logie was only twe miles distant. James and his brother, therefore, re-
turned home, after having attended it for about five years. During the follewing
winter, they remained at home, receiving from their father such occasional instruc-
tion as his numerous duties permitted him to give them. At this period, Richard
Melville seems to have ‘intended that both his sons should be trained to agricul-
tural pursuits, there being no learned profession in which a livelihood, even of a
very moderate kind, could be ebtained. In the spring, it was resolved that, as
the elder brother was sufficiently old to assist in superintending his father’s
rural affairs, he should remain at home, and that James should be sent again to
school. He accordingly attended a school at Montrose, of which Andrew
Milne, afterwards minister of Fetteresso, was master. Here he continued about
two years.

Of the whole of this period of his life, James Melville has left a most interest-
ing account; and we only regret that, from the length to which this memoir
must otherwise extend, we are unable to give any thing more than a very rapid
sketch of this and the subsequent part of his education. He entered on his
philosophical course at St Leonard’s college in the university of St Andrews, in
November, 1571, under the care of William Collace, one of the regents. At
first he found himself unable to understand the Latin prelections, and was so
nuch chagrined that he was frequently found in tears; but the regent took

! Tn a note on this date in his Diary, he says, ** My vncle, Mr Andro, haulds that I was
born in An. 1557.” ‘ -
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him to lodge at his apartments, and was so much pleased with the sweetness
of his disposition, and his anxiety to learn, that he made hiin the constant
object of his care, and had the satisfaction of seeing him leave the university,
after having attained its highest henours. During the prescribed period of
four years, Melville was taught logic, (including the Aristotelian philosophy,)
mathematics, ethics, natural philosophy, and law. At the end of the third year,
he, according to the usnal custom, took the degree of Bachelor, and, on finish-
ing the fourth, that of Master of Arts. One of the most interesting events re-
corded by James Melville to have occurred during his residence at St Andrews,
was the arrival of John Knox there in 1571 ; and he alludes with much feeling
to the powerful effects produced on his mind by the sermons of the reformer.

After finishing his philosophical education, James Melville returned to his
father’s house, where he prosccuted his studies during the summer months.
Having finished that part of his education which was necessary for general pur-
poses, it was now requisite that he should determine what profession he should
adopt. His father had destined him for that of a lawyer; but although James
had studied some parts of that profession, and had attended the consistorial
court at St Andraws, his heart ‘¢ was nocht sett that way.” Deference to his
father’s wishes liad hitherto prevented him offering any decided opposition to
his intentions, but he had at this period talcen means to show the bent of his
mind. Choosing a passage in St John’s Gospel for his text, he composed a ser-
mon, which he put in a book used by his father in preparing his weekly ser-
mons, The MS. was accordingly found, and pleased his father exceedingly.
But James was now luckily saved the pain of either opposing the wishes of a
kind, but somewhat austere parent, or of applying himself to a profession for
the study of which he had no affection, by an unleoked for accident—the arrival
of his uncle, Andrew Melville, from the continent. To him his father com-
mitted James, ““ to be a pledge of his love,” and they were destined to be for
many years companions in labour and in adversity.

James Melville had left the university with the character of a diligent and
accomplished student. He had flattered himself that he had exhausted those
subjects which had come under his attention, but he was now to be subjected to
a severe mortification. When his uncle examined him, he found that he was
yet but a mere child in knowledge, and that many years of study were still
necessary, before he could arrive at the goal which he had supposed himself to
have already rcached. James’s mortification did not, however, lead him to sit
down in despair. He renewed his studies with the determination to succeed,
and revised, under his uuncle’s diractions, both his classical and philosophical
education. ¢ That quarter of yeir,” says he, I thought I gat graitter light
in letters nor all my tyme befor. . . . . And all this as it wer by erack-
ing and playing, sa that I lernit mikle mair by heiring of him [Andrew Del-
ville] in daylie conversation, bathe that quarter and therefter, nor euer I lernit
of anie buik, whowbeit he set me euer to the best authors.”

Endowed with such talents and acquirements, it will readily be believed that
Andrew Melville was not allowed to remain long idle. He was soon after his
return invited to become principal of the university of Glasgow; an appointment
whicli, after a short trial, he agreed to accept. In October, 1574, he left Bal-
dovy to undertake the duties of his office, taking with him his nephew, who
was, in the following year, appointed one of the regents. The labours ot An-
drew Melville at Glasgow, have been already noticed in his Iife, and we shall,
therefore, only extend our inquiries here to the course adopted by the subject
of this memoir. For the first year, James Melville taught his class ¢¢ the Greek
e Isocratis Paranesis ad Demonicum, the first buk of Homers Iliads,

. B
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Phocylides, Hesiods Egyx xas 'Husgus, the Dialectic of Ramus, the Rhetoric of
Taleus, with the practise in Ciceros Cnt.ilfnars and Pnrafloxes.” ““ The sec?nd
year of my regenting,” says James Melville, ¢“ T teachit the el?ments of_.’mth-
metic and geometrie, out [of] Psellus, for shortnes; the Offices of Cnceﬂz .
Aristotles Logic in Greek, and Ethic, (and was the first regent that ever did
that in Scotland ;) also, Platoes Phaedon and Axiochus; and tllnt profession of
the mathematiks, logic, and morall philosophie, I.keipit (as everie ane of the re-
gents keipit their awin, the schollars ay ascending and passing throw) sa lmﬁ
as I regented ther, even till I was, with Mr Andro, transported to St Andros.
His private hours were devoted to the study of the Hebrew ]:lllg‘l.lage, aud of
theology. He had already, upon one occasion, given [.nro?f of .hu talents for
public teaching, and he had now an opportunity of continuing his labours. It
was a custom that each regent should, for a week in turn, conduct the students
to a church near the college, where the citizens also attended, to hear prayers,
and one or two chapters-of the Scriptures read. The regents had hitherto con-
fined themselves exclusively to these limits, probably from a feeling of their in-
ability to offer any commentary ; but James Melville, taking a general view of
the passages read, gave them a summary of the doctrines enforced, and accom-
panied it with an application to the situations of his hearers. ‘¢ This pleasit
and comfortit guid peiple verie mikle.”

The routine of academical instruction affords but few materials for biogra-
phy. James Melville has therefore recorded little relative to himself at this
period of his life, except an attack made upon him by one of the students,
and the occurrences consequent upon it.  But although this affair originated with
him, it belongs more properly to the life of Andrew Melville, who as principal
of the college, acted the most prominent part in all the subsequent pro-
ceedings.

Andrew Melville had now accomplished nearly all that zeal or talent could
effect for the university of Glasgow. Its revenues were improved,—its
character as a seat of learning raised much above that of any of the other Scot-
tish universities,—the number of students was greatly increased, and its disci-
pline maintained with a degree of firmness, of the necessity of which, however
sceptical modern readers may be, the attack to which we have just alluded is a
most decided proof. The Assembly which met at Edinburgh therefore or-
dained that Melville should remore to the new college of St Andrews, ** to begin
the wark of theologie ther with sic as he thouglht meit to tak with him for that
effect, conform to the leat reformation of that universitie, and the new college
therof, gifien be the kirk and past in parliament.” Availing himself of the
privilege thus granted of nominating his assistants, he requested his nephew to
accompany him. James had for some time resolved upon going to France, but
he had too much respect for his uncle to refuse his request. They therefore re-
moved together from Glasgow in the month of November, 1580, leaving Thomas
Sweton, *“ a man of singular gifts of learning and godlines,” and Patrick Mel-
ville, a young gentleman who had lately finished his philosophical studies, as
their successors. .

In December they entered upon the duties of their respective professions.
After his preface, or inaugural discourse, James Melville commenced teach-
ing his students the Hebrew grammar. There were, probably, few young men
in the country who, either from their opportunities of acquiring knowledge, or
their desiro to improve under them, were better qualified to discharge this of-
fice well; but his natural diffidence caused him a degree of anxiety, which
many less accomplished miasters have not experienced. ‘‘ The grait fear and
cear,” says he in his Diary, *“ quhilk was in my heart of my inhabilitie to va-
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dertak and bear out sa grait a charge as to profess theologie and holie tounges
amangis ministers and maisters, namelie [especially] in that wmaist frequent vni-
uersitie of St Andros, amangs diuvers alterit and displacit, and therfor malcontents
and mislykers, occupied me sa, that I behovit to forget all, and rin to my God
and my buik.”

During the earlier period of their residence at St Andrews, Andrew Melville
and his nephew had many difficulties to encounter. The former principal and
professors annoyed their successors by “ pursuit of the compts of the college.”
The regents of St Leonards, enraged that the philosophy of their almost deified
Aristotle should be impugned, raised a commotion ; and, to quote the appro-
priate allusion of James Melville, cried out with one voice, Great is Diana of
the Iiphesians. The provcst and baillies, with the prior and his gentlemen pen-
sioners, were suspected of corrupt proceedings, especially in the provision of a
minister for the town, and the opposition and exposures of Andrew Melville
thus raised up for him and his fellow labourers another host of enemies. These
were all open and avowed opponents, but they had one to deal with, who, as
yet wearing the mask of friendship, was secretly plotting their own and the
churcl’s ruin,—this person was archbishop Adamson. Add to all this, that im-
mediately after their settlement at St Andrews, the carelessness of one of the
students had nearly been the cause of setting the establishment on fire, and we
shall be abundantly persuaded that it required no small energy of mind, such
as Andrew Melville indeed possessed, not only to bear up in such a situatioh,
but successively to baflle all the opposition that was oftered to him.

But amidst many discouragements which the more sensitive mind of James
Melville must have keenly felt, he had also many cheering employments. He
was engaged in duties which we have seen had been, from an early period, the
objects of his greatest desive,—he was the teacher of some promising young
men, who afterwards became shining lights in the church, and he had the grati-
fication of being requested to occupy the pulpit on many occasions, when there
was no minister in the town, or when the archbishop happened to be absent.

At the Assembly which met at Edinburgh in December 1582, James Mel-
ville was earnestly requested o become minister of Stirling. For himself he
felt much inclined to accede to the wishes of the inhabitants, and the mere so
as he was now on the eve of his marriage; but his uncle, considering the af-
fairs of the college still in too precarious a state to admit of his leaving it, re-
fused his consent, and James Melville did not consider it respectful to urge his
own wishes. It was indeed fortunate that he was not permitted at this period
to leave the college, for in the very next year his uncle was required to appear
before the king and privy council, for certain treasonable speeches alleged to
have been uttered in his sermons. When the summons (which ordered him to
appear in three days) was served, James Melville was in the shire of Angus,
and could not upon so sudden a requisition return to St Andrews in time to ac-
company him to Edinburgh. He arrived, liowever, on the second day of his
trial, if indeed the proceedings deserved that name. Passing over the minute
circumstances of this transaction, our narrative only requires that we should state
that Andrew Melville found it necessary to insure his safety by a flight into
England.

In these discouraging circumstances, James Melville was obliged to return to
St Andrews to undertake the management of thie affairs of the college,—with what
feelings it may readily be judged. When he considered the magnitude of his
charge, and the situation of the church, he was completely overpowered ; but the
duration of his grief was short in proportion to its violeuce, and he soon found
the truest remedy in applying his whole energies to the performance of his in-
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creased duties. He taught divinity from his uncle’s chair, besides continuing
his labours in the department which properly belonged to him. Nor was this
all: the Economus of the college, finding himself in the service of a party from
whom little advantage or promotion could be expected, gave up his office, and
thus did the provision of the daily wants of the institution fall to Melville’s lot.
In the performance of these duties, so arduous and so vn'ried, he was greatly
supported by the masters of the university who attended his locttxres, and gave
him many encouragements. But his greatest comfort was derived from }he
society of the afterwards celebrated Robert Bruce of Kinnaird, who, abandoning
his attendance on the courts of law, had, with his fathex’s permission, begun the
study of theology at St Andrews.

Harmless, however, as a person whose attention was thus so completely oceu-
pied by his own duties must certainly have been, the government did not long
permit James Melville to retain his station, The acts of the parliament 1584,
by which the presbyterian form of church gevernment was overthrown, were
proclaimed at the marlet cross of Edinburgh, and protested against by Robert
DPont and others, in behalf of the church. We have already dlluded to the
malpractices of archbishop Adamson. About the beginuing of May, 1584,
Melville had gone to one of the northern counties to collect the revenues of the
college. It had, perhaps, been conjectured by the episcopal party, to their no
small gratification, that, finding himself unable to comply conscientiously with
the late enactments, he had retired, with some of the other ministers, into Eng-
land.  If so, they must have been grievously disappointed by his return. It was
certainly nct long till the archbishop abundantly manifested his real disposi-
tions; for, on the Sunday immediately following, Melville was informed that a
warrant for his apprehension was already in that prelate’s possession, and that
he was to proceed immediately to its execution. At the carnest desire of his
friends, he was prevailed on to remove to Dundee, where he had no sconer
arrived, than he learned that a search had been made for him in every part of
the college, and that an indietment had been prepared against him, for holding
communication with his uncle, the king’s rebel. But his removal to Dundee
could serve only a very temporary purpose, for it must very soon have become
known, and would then have ceased to be any security for his liberty. After
the most anxious consideration, he resolved to accept an offer made him by one
of his cousins, to take him by sea to Berwick. This gentleman, hiring a small
boat under the pretext of conveying some of his wines to one of the coast towns
in the neighbourhood, took in Melville in the disguise of a shipwrecked sea-
man ; and, after a voyage, not less dangerous from the risk of detection, than
from a violent storm which overtook them, landed him safely at Berwick, where
he met his uncle and the other ministers who had been obliged to flee.

The suddenness with which James Melville had been obliged to leave St An-
drews, prevented him taking his wife along with him ; to have done so, would,
in fact, have endangered the whole party. But, after arriving at Berwick, he im-
mediately sent back his cousin, Alexander Serymgeour, with a letter, requesting
this lady (a daughter of John Dury, minister of Edinburgh) to join him. This
she had very soon an opportunity of doing, by placing herself under the care
of a servant of the English ambassador, and she accordingly remained with her
husband during the short period of his exile. At Berwick they resided for
about a month; and there, as in every other place, James Melville’s amiable
and affectionate dispositions procured him many friends. Among these was the
lady of Sir Harry Widrington, governor of the town, under lord Hunsdon. 1In
the mean time, he was invited by the earls of Angus and Mar, then at Newcastle,
to become their pastor. Being totally ignorant of the characters of these
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noblemen, and of the cause of their exile, he felt unwilling to connect himself
with their party, and therefore replied to their-invitation, that he could not
comply with it, as he had never qualified himself for performing the ministerial
functions ; but that, as he had determined upon removing to the south, he
ehould visit them on his way thither. When he arrived at Newecastle, he deter-
mined upon immediately securing a passage by sea to London ; but John David-
son, one of his former masters at St Andrews, and now minister of Prestonpans,
informed him that it was not only his own earnest desire, but that of all their
brethren, that he should remain at Newcastle with the exiled lords, whose cha-
racters and cause he vindicated. To their wishes, Melville therefore acceded.
Soon after his settlement at Newcastle, Davidson, who had only waited his
arrival, departed, and left him to discharge the duties alone. Thinking it
proper that, before entering on his labours, the order of their religious obser-
vances and their discipline should be determined, he drew up ¢ the order and
maner of excrcise of the word for instruction, and discipline for correction of
maners, used in the companie of those godlie and noble men of Scotland in
tyme of thair aboad in Englande, for the guid cause of God’s kirk, thair king
and countrey,” and prefixed to it an exhortative letter to the noblemen and their
followers. ‘Lhis prefatory epistle commences by an acknowledgment that their
present calamities were the just chastisements of the Almighty, for their luke-
warmness in the work of reformation,—for permitting the character of their
sovereign to be formed by the society of worthless and interested courtiers,—for
their pursuit of their own aggrandizement, rather than the good of their country,
—and for the violation of justice, and connivance at many odious and unnatural
crimes. But while they had thus rendered themselves the subjects of the Divine
vengeance, how great had been the crimes of the court! It had followed the
examples of Ahaz and Uzah, in removing the altar of the Lord,—it had de-
prived the masters of their livings, and desolated the schools and universities,—
it had said to the preachers, ‘‘ Prophecy no longer to us in the name of the
Lord, but speak unto us pleasant things according to our liking,”—it had taken
from others the key of knowledge,—it entered not in, and those that would en-
ter in, it suffered not: finally, it had threatened the ministers, God’s special
messengers, with imprisonment and death, and, following out its wicked designs,
had compelled them to flee to a foreign land. ¢‘ Can the Lord suffer these
things long,” Melville continues with great energy, “‘and be just in executing
of his judgments, and pouring out of his plagues upon his cursed enemies?
Can the Lord suffer his sanctuary to be defiled, and his own to smart, and be
the Father of mercies, God of consolation, and most faithful keeper of his pro-
mises ? Can the Lord suffer his glory to be given to another? Can he who
hath promised to make the enemies of Christ Jesus his footstool, suffer them to
tread on his head? Nay, nay, vight honourable and dear brethren, he has
anointed him King on his holy mountain ; he has given him all nations for an
inheritance ; he has put into his hand a sceptre of iron, to bruise in powder these
earthen vessels, When his wrath shall once begin to kindle but a little, he
shall make it notoriously known to all the world, that they only are happy who
in humility kiss the Lord Jesus, and trust in him.” He then concludes by a
solemn admonition, that with true repentance,—with unfeigned humiliation,—
with diligent perusal of God’s word,—and with fervent prayer, meditation, and
zeal, they should prosecute the work of God, under the assurance that their la-
bours should not be in vain. He warns them of the diligence of the enemies
of God’s church,—exhorts them to equal diligence in a good cause,—and re-
minds them that the niinisters of Christ shall be witnesses against them, if they
shiould be found slumbering at their posts. At.the request of Archibald, earl of
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Angus, Melville also drew up a ““ list of certain great abuses;” but as it is in
many points a recapitulation of the letter just quoted from, no further allusion
to it is here necessary.

About a month after the commencement of his ministrations, Melville was
joined by Mr Patrick Galloway, who divided the labours with him. His family
was now on the increase, and it was considered necessary to remove to Berwick,
where he remaived as minister of that congregation till the birth of his first
child,—a son, whom he named Ephraim, in allusion to his fruitfulness in a
strange land. Notwithstanding the stratagems of eaptain James Stewart, by
which lord Hunsdon was induced to forbid them to assemble in the church, the
congregation ohtained leave, through the kind offices of lady Widrington, to
meet in a private house; and Melville mentions that he was never more dili-
gently or more profitably employed, than during that winter. But the pleasure
which he derived from the success of his ministrations, was more than counter-
balanced by the conduct of some of his brethren at home.

It was about this period that many of the Scottish clergy, led on by the ex-
ample of John Craig, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, signed a deed, binding
themselves to ebey the late acts of parliament, as far as ¢ according. to the word
of God.” DMelville saw the confusions which the introduction of such an equi-
vocal clause must produce. He accordingly addressed a most affectionate but
faithful letter, to the subscribing ministers, in which he exhibited, at great
length, the sinfulness of their compliance, and the handle which such a compro-
mise must give to the enemies of religion. This letter, as it encouraged the
firm, and confirmed the wavering, was proportionally the object of hatred to the
court, Two of the students at St Andrews, being detected copying it for dis-
tribution, were compelled to flee ; and no means seem to have been omitted to
check its eirculation, or to weaken the force of its statements.

About the middle of February, 1584-5, the noblemen, finding their present
residence too near the borders, determined upon removing farther to the south.
James Melville, therefore, prepared to follow. In the beginning of March,
hie and a few friends embarked for London, where they arrived, after a voyage
rendered tedious by contrary winds; and, being joined by their companions in
exile, were not a little comforted. Soon after his arrival, Melville resumed his
ministerial labours.

Many circumstances, which it is .not necessary to detail here, conspired to
render their exile much shorter than their fondest wishes could have anticipated.
As soon as the noblemen of their party had accommodated their disputes with
the king, the brethren received a letter (dated at Stirling, 6th November, 1585)
{rom their fellow ministers, urging them to return with all possible expedition.
James Melville, and Robert Dury, one of his most intimate fiiends, therefore,
lefc London, and, after encountering many dangers during the darkness of the
nights, arrived at Linlithgow. There he found his brethren under great depres-
sion of mind: they had vainly expected from the parliament, then sitting, the
abrogation of the obnoxious acts of 1584; and they had a further cause of
grief in the conduct of Craig, the leader of the subscribing ministers. After
much expectation, and many fruitless attempts to persuade the king of the 1m-
propriety of the acts, they were obliged to dismiss, having previously presented
a supplication, earnestly craving that no ultimate decision respecting the church
might be adepted, without the admission of free discussion,

During the following winter, James Melville was occupied partly in the ar-
rangement of his family affairs, but principally in re-establishing order in the
university. The plague, which had for some time raged with great violence,
was now abated, and the people, regaining their former confidence, had begun
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to return to their ordinary affairs. Taking advantage of this change, the two
Melvilles resolved on resuming their labours, and accordingly entered on their
respective duties about the middle of March. In the beginning ef April the
Synod of Fife convened, and it was the duty of James Melville, as moderator
at the last meeting, to open their proceedings with a sermon, He chose for his
text that part of the twelfth chapter of St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, in
which the Christian church is compared to the human body,—composed, like it,
of many members, the harmonious operatien of which is essential to the health
of the whole. After showing by reference to Scripture what was the constitu-
tien of the true church,—refuting the doctrine of ¢ the human and devilish
bishopric,”—adverting to the purity of the reformed constitution of their
church, and proving that the inordinate ambition of a few had been in all
ages the destruction of that purity—he turned towards the archbishop,
who was sitting with great pomp in the assembly, charged him with the
overthrow of the goodly fabric, and exhorted the brethren to cut off so unwor-
thy a member from ameng them. Notwithstanding the remonstrances and pro-
tests of the prelate, the Synod immediately took up the case,—went on, with
an inattention to all the forms of decency and some of those of justice which
their warmest advocates do not pretend te vindicate, and ordered him to be ex-
cemmunicated by Andrew Hunter, minister of Carnbee. Thus, by the fervour
of their zeal, and perhaps goaded on by personal wrongs, did an Assembly,
composed, in the main, of worthy men, subject themselves to censure in the case
of a man of a character disgraceful to his profession; and whom, had they
been content to act with more moderation, nothing but the strong hand of
civil power could have screened from their highest censures, while even it
could not have defended him from deserved infamy.

But the informality of the Syned’s proceedings gave their enemies an unfor-
tunate hold over them, and was the means of baffling their own ends. By the
influence of the king, the General Assembly, which met soon afterwards, an-
nulied their sentence, and the Melvilles, being summeoned before the king, were
commanded to confine themselves,—Andrew to his native place, and James to
his college. Thus did matters continue during that summer. James Melville
lectured to a mumerous audience on the sacred history, illustrating it by
reference to geography and chronelogy. On each alternate day he read lectures
on St Paul’s Epistle to Timothy, in the course of which he took many oppor-
tunities of attacking the hated order of bishops.

Melville was now te obtain what had all along been the object of his highest
wishes—a settlement as minister of a parish. In 1583, the charge of the con-
junct parishes of Abercrombie, Pittenweem, Anstruther, and Kilrenny, became
vacant by the decease of the incumbent, and thus they continued for several
years. When the Presbytery of St Andrews resumed their meetings on the re.
turn of the banished ministers, commissioners were appointed to visit these
parishes, and to bring them, if possible, to the unanimeus choice of a
minister. James Melville, who had been nominated one of these commissioners,
soon gained the affections of the people insomuch that they unanimously requested
the Presbytery to send him among them. That court no less warmly urged
his acceptance, and he accordingly removed to his charge in July, 1586,

It may be readily conceived, that to perform the duties of four parishes was a
task far beyond the.moral and physical capabilities of any single individual,
more especially after they had so long wanted the benefit of a regular ministry.
Their conjunction was the result of the mercenary plans of Morton and
his friends, but no man was less actuated by such motives than Melville.
No scener did he become acquainted with the state of these parishes than he
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determined on their disjunction, at whatever peeuniary loss. When this was cf-
fected, he willingly resigned the proportions of stipend in favour of the minis-
ters provided for three of the parishes, while he himself undertock the charge
of the fourth (Kilrenny),—he obtained an augmentation of stipend, built a
manse, purchased the right to the vicarage and teind fish for the support
of himself and his successors, paid the salary of a schoolmaster, and
maintained an assistant to perform the duties of the parish, as he was fre-
quently engaged in the public affiirs of the chureh. Such instances of disin-
terested zeal are indeed rare; but even this was not all. DMany years
afterwards he printed for the use of his people a catechism which cost
five hundred merks, of which, in writing his Diary, he mentions that he could
never regain more than one fifth part. While he was thus anxiously prometing
the moral and religious improvement of the parishioners, he was also dis-
tinguished by the exemplification of his prineiples in the ordinary affairs of
life, An instance of his generosity occurred soon after his settlement in his
new charge. In the beginning of 1588, rumours were spread through the
country of the projected invasion by the Spaniards. Some time before the de-
struction of the Armada was known, Melville was waited on, early in the
morning, by one of the baillies of the town, who stated that a ship filled with
Spaniards had entered their harbour in distress, and requested his advice as to
the line of conduct to be observed. When the day was further advanced, the
officers (the principal of whom is styled general of twenty hulks) were pexr-
mitted to land, and appear before the minister and principal men of the town.
‘They stated that their division of the squadron had been wrecked on the Fair
Isle, where they had been detained many weeks under all the miseries of
fatigue and hunger ; that they had at length procured the ship which lay in the
harbour; and now came before them to erave their forbearance towards them.
Melville replied that, although they were the supporters of Christ’s greatest
enemy the pope, and althongh their expedition had been undertaken with the
design of desolating the protestant kingdoms of England and Scotland, they
should know by their conduet that the people of Scotland were professors of a
purer religion.  Without entering into all the wminute faets of the case, it may
be enough to say, that the officers and men were all at length received on
shore, and treated with the greatest humanity. ““ Bot we thanked God with
our heartes that we had sein tham amangs ws in that forme,” is the quaint con-
clusion of James Melville, alluding to the difference between the objects of the
expedition and the success which had attended it. :

But, however disinterested James Melville’s conduct might be, it was not des-
tined to escape the most unjust suspicions. When subscriptions were raised to
assist the French protestants and the inhabitants of Geneva, (cir. 1568), he had
been appointed collector for Fife, and this appointment was now seized upon by
his enemies at court, who surmised that he had given the money thus raised to
the earl of Bothwell to enable him to raise forces. The supposition is so ab-
surd that it seems incredible that any one, arguing merely on probabilities,
should believe that money intended for Geneva,—the very stronghold of his be-
loved presbytery,—should be given to an outlaw and a catholic. Luckily Mel-
ville was not left to prove his innocence even by the doctrine of probabilities.
He had in his hands a discharge for the money granted by those to whom he
had paid it over, and it was, besides, matter of notoriety that he had been the
most active agent in the suppression of Bothwell’s rebellion. Still, however, his
enemies hinted darkly where they durst not make a manly charge, and it was
not till 1594, when sent as a commissioner to the king by the Asseinbly on
another mission, that he had an opportunity of vindicating himself. He then
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demanded that any one who could make a charge against him should stand
forward and give him an opportunity of vindicating himself before his sovereign.
No one appeared. Melville was admitted to a long interview in the king’
cabinet ; and  thus,” says he, I that came to Stirling the traitor, returned
to Edinburgh a great courtier, yea a cabinet councillor.” .

At the opening of the General Assembly in 1590, James Melville preached.
After the usual exordium, he insisted on the necessity of maintaining the strict-
est discipline,—he recalled to the memory of his audience the history of their
country since the Reformation, the original purity of the church, and admonished
them of its begun decline,—the brethren were warned of the practices of ‘‘ the
belly-god hishops of England ;” and the people were exhorted to a more zealous
support of the ecclesiastical establishment, and to a more liberal communication
of temporal things to their ministers ;—lastly, he recommended a supplication
to the king, for a free and full assembly, to be held in the royal presence, for
the suppression of papists and sacrilegious persons. The activity of Melville,
and indeed of the ministers generally, against the catholics, must be considered
as one of the least defensible parts of their conduct. We are aware that those
who believe religion to be supported by works of man’s device, will find strong
palliations for their actions in their peculiar circumstances ; and we do not mean
to deny, that when the popish lords trafficked with foreign powers for the sub-
version of the civil and religious institutions of the country, the government
did right in bringing them to account. They then became clearly guilty of
a civil offence, and were justly amenable for it to the secular courts. But
when the catholics were hunted down for the mere profession of their reli-
gion,—when their attachment to their opinions was considered the mere ef-
fect of obstinacy, and thus worthy to be visited with the highest pains,—the
protestants reduced themselves to the same inconsistency with which they so
Justly charged their adversaries. If it be urged in defence, that their religion
was in danger, we reply, that the conduct of the catholics, previous to the
Reformation, was equally defensible on the very same grounds. In both cases
was the church of the parties in imminent hazard ; and, if we defend the at-
tempt of one party to support theirs by the civil power, with what justice can
we condemn the other? A remarkable passage occurs in the account which
friar Ogilvie (a Jesuit, who was executed at Glasgew in 1615) has left of his
trial. His examinators accused the kings of France and Spain of extermi-
nating the protestants. Ogilvie immediately replied : Neither has Francis ban-
ished, nor Philip burned protestants on account of religion, but on account of
heresy, which is not religion but rebellion.? Here, then, is the rock upon
which both parties split,—that of considering it a erime to hold certain religious
opinions. Both parties were in turn equally zealous in propagating their ideas,—
both were justifiable in doing so,—and both equally unjustifiable in their absurd
attempts to control the workings of the human mind. Truth, which all parties
seem convinced is on their side, must and shall prevail, and the intolerant zeal
of man can only prove its own folly and its wickedness. We return to the nar-
rative.

When the king, in October, 1594, determined on opposing the pepish lords
in person, he was accompanied at his own request by the two Melvilles and two
other ministers. Following the Highland system of warfare, these noblemen
retired into their fastnesses; and the royal forces, after doing little more
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